THE
CHAPLAINCY
INSTITUTE
An Interfaith Seminary and Community

Art by Katie Michael-Sanchez inspired by the ordination cohort
ORDINATION AND
GRADUATION
CEREMONY

April 9th, 2022 at 1 p.m. Pacific
Northbrae Church 941 The Alameda, Berkeley, CA 94707

April 9th, 2022 1 p.m. PT

PRELUDE
We Are a Spiral
written and performed by Taya Mâ, used with permission

PROCESSION
COMMUNITY, FACULTY, BOARD
Blessing to the World, by Karen Drucker

ORDINANDS
The River is Flowing, collective chant

Rev. Jim Larkin, MDiv., Rev. Dr. Megan Wagner, PhD
After having worked with African Shaman Malidoma & Sobonfu Somé,
Megan & Jim were commissioned to carry on rituals
using the West Africa Djembe Drum

WELCOME
Rev. Kari Kopnick, ChI Community Minister

Blessings from the ChI Board
Rev. Ineda P. Adesanya, MDiv., President of the ChI Board of Directors

Grounding in Place
Rev. Rivka Gevurtz, ChI Core Faculty

INVOCATION: Calling in the Divine
Pastor Jacqueline Duhart, ChI Core Faculty

INTERFAITH SPIRITUAL DIRECTION: Honoring Completion
Rev. Dr. John R. Mabry, ChI Core Faculty, Director of Spiritual Direction Program
Rev. Bob Jansen
Sung blessing: "Go forth, go forth, you’ve got holy work to do.
Go forth, go forth, and may our prayers carry you.”

SHARING THE BLESSING: Giving to ChI
Rev. Andrew Chirch, Executive Director of ChI

MUSIC FOR CONTEMPLATION
Spirit of Life, by Carolyn McDade

Carbon Marshall and Dio Lewis, offspring of Sara Lewis

SHARING THE MESSAGE: Homilies
Mercedes Carbone Lewis | Zola Ferguson | Julie Gilmour | Sara Lewis
Katie Michael-Sanchez | Shannon Horvath Pullen | Celia Young

THE MEANING OF ORDINATION
Rev. Dr. John R. Mabry, ChI Core Faculty

RENEWAL OF CLERGY VOWS
Rev. Dr. Megan Wagner, PhD

CLERGY VOWS
Rev. Kari Kopnick

BESTOWING OF STOLES AND CHARGE
Mercedes Carbone Lewis
Stole Bearer: Rachel Carbone, sister
Ordination Charge: Mary Busby, friend

Zola Ferguson
Stole Bearer: Brannon Ferguson, son
Ordination Charge: Rev. Katrina Leathers, ChI Core Faculty

Julie Gilmour
Stole Bearer: Josh Gidding, husband
Ordination Charge: Mary Tennes, friend

Sara Lewis
Stole Bearers: Carbon Marshall, and Dionysus Lewis, offspring
Ordination Charge: Pastor Jacqueline Duhart, MDiv., ChI Core Faculty

Katie Michael-Sanchez
Stole Bearer: Brian Sanchez, husband
Ordination Charge: Eréndira Jiménez Esqunica, Decolonizing Coach and
Spiritual Companion, MDiv, M.A.

Shannon Horvath Pullen
Stole Bearers: Michael Pullen, husband;
Margot Pullen, daughter, and Ada Pullen, daughter.
Ordination Charge: Rev. Stephanie Kroner MDiv., friend, and mentor

Celia Young
Stole Bearer: Greg Cline, friend
Ordination Charge: Father Thomas P. Bonacci, C.P., Spiritual Director

ANOINTING WITH OIL
Music: We Shall Be Known, written and performed by MaMuse, used with permission
Ritual: Rev. Dr. Megan Wagner, PhD, Rev. Jim Larkin, MDiv.

LAYING ON OF HANDS
Rev. Jürgen Schwing, ChI Core Faculty

PRESENTATION OF CLERGY
Rev. Kari Kopnick

TITLES
Reverend Mercedes Carbone Lewis, Interfaith Chaplain, and Priestess
Reverend Chaplain Zola Ferguson, Interfaith Minister, and Interfaith Chaplain
Reverend Julie Tower Gilmour, Interfaith Chaplain
Reverend Sara Lewis, Interfaith Chaplain
Reverend Katie Michael-Sanchez, Interfaith Minister
Reverend Shannon Horvath Pullen, Interfaith Chaplain
Reverend Celia Young, Interfaith Chaplain, and Spiritual Activist

BLESSING
Rev. Kari Kopnick

RECESSIONAL
We Rise
written and performed by Batya Levine, used with permission

Ordinand Bios
Mercedes Carbone Lewis
The call came when I was just a child, sitting beside the creek that flowed
beneath my childhood home. It was clear, resonant, and it felt like home. The
call danced and flowed with me as a young child, but quieted and slid into the
background as the practical demands of life escalated. It was never
completely silenced, however, despite many years of school, multiple career
iterations, marriage, motherhood, and cancer. In 2015 my dear father died,
and the call returned after bearing witness to his death. It gently whispered a
reminder of my true purpose. In 2017 my beloved mother-in-law died, and
soon thereafter the call once again became clear and resonant. This time, I
heeded the call with all of my heart and soul. Today, I am ordained.

Zola Ferguson
I was born in the shadow of a nuclear test in Las Vegas, Nevada. The
hospital shook that morning my mother told me. I was raised throughout the
west, moving with jobs or the promise of jobs. My father died when I was
eight and we moved out of Reno, to Northern California, always searching
that place that felt like home. It was a life that taught me that I would have to
make my own way in the world, and I did. I have lived a few lifetimes in this
one, as a daughter, sister, mother, lover, friend, airman, medic, veteran,
activist, pacifist... I believe in a divinity beyond my comprehension, a love that
guides the stars and speaks to me still. I am here on the threshold of
becoming an ordained Interfaith Reverend and Chaplain, through the grace of
that love, the support of so many wise ones, and the generosity of the
Chaplaincy Institute. I am home.

Julie Gilmour
After years of wandering, I’m coming home to myself: the Divine in me and
around me that has been my secret place since childhood. Life took me far
afield, exploring theater, academics, motherhood in a cabin in Maine, then life
in a bus with my family (and an aviary of finches!). I embraced 25 years of
evangelical Christianity in New Mexico, love for Israel, ministry to shut-ins,
graduate work at Hebrew College. But the narrow faith we held hurt my family
and didn’t sustain me; I eventually left it. And then, four years ago, my
youngest child died. Grief returned me to mystery, to a wider sense of the
Divine, and to myself. I came to CHI, nested in its branches, and began to
heal, working as a hospital and rehab chaplain. My secret inner place is there
now. I carry chaplaincy with me as a portable tabernacle for my heart.

Sara Lewis
Sara has been engaged in the work of ministry as a religious educator
for over a decade and felt called to deepen her ministry as her heart
broke in the face of climate change and ecological loss. She is a
Unitarian Universalist with a strong thread of earth-based, pagan, and
religious naturalist faith, and her spirituality is deeply shaped by her
lifelong home of Pacific Northwest mountains and sea and her own
garden. She is called to the work of creating and sustaining a world of
care and love for all and resisting systems of exploitation and
oppression. Sara is deeply grateful for all those who have supported
her in her personal and ministerial formation, particularly Mom, spouse
Noel, kids Carbon and Dionysus, and the community of the Olympia
Unitarian Universalist Congregation.

Katie Michael-Sanchez
I grew up on the east coast, and have made my home on the various edges
of this country in MA, NM, CA, and now MT. I love the beauty of the
mountains and being close to family.
I have been called to some sort of ministry since the age of 14, when I credit
my UU youth group for saving my life by welcoming my weird self just as I
was. From that early age I have been drawn to creating space in the world
and in myself where others can be comfortable being their whole selves – a
place of sanctuary. This has brought me to engaging with race, gender, size,
ability, and sexuality - grounded in my goal to humbly embody God's love in
this world. I am a chaplain at Bozeman Health, in Bozeman, MT, and am
working on a goal of doing 52 hikes this year.

Shannon Horvath Pullen
From an early age, I felt a deep connection with the Divine and a
sacred calling to use my gifts in service to others. In my early career, I
worked on food insecurity, both in Oregon and internationally. When
mental health challenges arose in my family, I got involved with mental
health advocacy, education and peer support. I believe in the power of
using our lived experiences to transform systems and build more just
and equitable communities. Currently, I train crisis line responders and
community health providers about suicide intervention and prevention.
My journey to chaplaincy has been one of healing, growth, and rediscovery, as well as a sacred weaving of the many strands of my life.
After I graduate with my Master of Divinity, my goal is to companion
people in crisis as they deal with grief and loss and to explore bringing
people around the table to have challenging conversations about living
and dying.
Celia Young
As an immigrant, Celia Young has lived between the East and West for her
whole adult life which afforded her a unique life experience and worldview.
For over 35 years, Ms. Young has used who she is in her consulting and
coaching work to achieve social justice in FORTUNE 500 corporations where
she develops individual leaders and high-functioning work teams. She also
helps mold healthy organizational culture that values and nurtures diverse
talents and fosters innovation. This is her ministry for the workplace, based on
the authenticity and whole-person development principle, where she helps
leaders and employees become courageous enough to speak the truth, stand
on the highest value, and model for change. Looking toward the last quarter
of her life, Ms. Young has expanded from her workplace ministry to help heal
the traumatized and suffering, mend the broken human spirit in the larger
society, and restore the basic goodness of humanity.

Spiritual Director
Bob Jansen
From a very early age, I felt a call to minister to others, though I had no idea
what that might mean or even look like. That primordial call has never left and
has even led me to beautiful teachers throughout Latin America and half a
dozen states. With each place I have gone, I have seen more clearly the
beauty in just being with people and walking with them. In trying to live out
this call, I feel most at home right now as a hospice chaplain and spiritual
director, which led me to the Chaplaincy Institute. I am so grateful for my wife
and the friends I have made along the way as well as for the support this
community has offered me as I continue in this work. It has truly been an
adventure and I am excited to see what comes next!

The Clergy
Reverend Mercedes Carbone Lewis, Interfaith Chaplain, and Priestess

Reverend Chaplain Zola Ferguson, Interfaith Minister, and Interfaith Chaplain

Reverend Julie Tower Gilmour, Interfaith Chaplain

Reverend Sara Lewis, Interfaith Chaplain

Reverend Katie Michael-Sanchez, Interfaith Minister

Reverend Shannon Horvath Pullen, Interfaith Chaplain

Reverend Celia Young, Interfaith Chaplain, and Spiritual Activist

ORDINATION VOWS
As an Ordained Minister in the ChI Interfaith Community:
Will you nurture your relationship with the Divine and all its manifestations?
I will.

Will you honor the diversity and unity of all beings, cultures and traditions?
I will.

Will you inspire interfaith awareness, cooperation and connection?
I will.

Will you continue to nourish yourself in body, heart, mind and spirit?
I will.

Will you commit to serve peace, justice and sustainability in the world?
I will.

Will you uphold the values of the ChI Community, representing us responsibly
and with dignity?
I will.

Will you abide by the ChI Community’s Code of Ethical Conduct,
and always serve others with compassion and respect?
I will.

Will you lovingly challenge this community to be the best version of itself
and to live up to the things we say we believe?
I will.

Will you allow yourself to be changed, shaped and transformed by this
community? I will.

ORDINATION VOWS
THE CHI INTERFAITH COMMUNITY: CALL AND RESPONSE
Is it your wish that we ordain these your friends as interfaith ministers?
It is. Let us ordain them and bless them for ministry.

Will you support them and encourage them in their work?
We promise our love, support and care.

Will you lovingly challenge these new ministers to be the best versions of themselves, and
to help them live up to the things they say they believe?
We will.

Will you promise to allow yourself to be changed, shaped, and transformed by them?
We will.

OUR VISION
THE CHAPLAINCY INSTITUTE IS NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED IN
INTERFAITH EDUCATION AND SPIRITUAL FORMATION, INSPIRING A
COMMUNITY OF GRADUATES WHO HEAL AND TRANSFORM THE
WORLD BY HONORING THE SACRED CONNECTION OF ALL.

ChI’s renowned interfaith chaplaincy and spiritual direction
programs equip graduates for spiritual care and social
transformation in a changing world.
ChI is thriving and connected, fostering an Interfaith spiritual
identity that connects all paths and wisdom traditions with a
commitment to radical inclusivity and service.

DO YOUR VALUES ALIGN
WITH THE CHI VISION?
What better way to bring needed healing to the world than
financial support?

Any amount is deeply appreciated.
chaplaincyinstitute.org/giving/
Text the word CHAPLAIN to 44321

In addition to direct contributions, you can support our mission and
potentially save on taxes by giving with:

Donor-Advised Fund Gifts
Charitable IRA Distributions of up to $100,000 to meet IRS RMD
Requirements if you are at least age 70 1/2
Gifts of Stock or other appreciated securities
Bequests (naming ChI in your will)

For more information, andy@chaplaincyinstitute.org

